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Portland’s Ballooning
Urban Growth Boundary

A Chartbook

UGB Planning in the 1990s 
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UGB Planning: Late 1990s
ACRES WITHIN URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY: SCENARIOS 

OPTIONS CONSIDERED
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Intervening Events & Issues  

Housing Affordability Plummets
LAND RATIONING POLICIES REDUCE AFFORDABILITY
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Portland Unemployment Explodes
LOCAL BUSINESS CLIMATE WORSENS DRAMATICALLY
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Portland Traffic is Worst
ANTI-HIGHWAY POLICIES INCREASE CONGESTION
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Virtually All Travel Increase is Auto 
HEAVY TRANSIT SPENDING MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE 
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Densification Loses at the Polls 
66% REJECT DENSITY IN 2002 PORTLAND REFERENDUM
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Subsequent UGB Planning
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ANOTHER EXPANSION IN 2004
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Urban Growth Boundary in 2040
COULD EQUAL LAISSEZ FAIRE PRE-1990S TREND
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Urban Growth Boundary in 2040?
PRE-1990 DEVELOPMENT TREND COULD BE EXCEEDED

Obsolete 2040 Plan

Pre-1990 Trend

1995-2004 Trend
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Portland UGB: Chronology
ACTUAL COMPARED TO 2040 PLAN


